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SUBJECT:LONG ISLAND HERBICIDE PERMIT APPLICATION
Summaryof consolidatedDNR’DEC Comments

TheDepartmentof EnvironmentalConservation(DEC) PesticideProgramreceivedyour

permitapplicationon February25, 2004.Permitapplicationsto applypesticidesby aircraftor

helicopter,submittedunder18 AAC 90.505 for ForestryVegetationManagement,alsorequire

areviewby the DepartmentofNaturalResources(DNR). Copiesofyour applicationwere

providedto Michael J. Curran,DNR, Divisionof Forestry;MarkMinnillo, DNR, Office of

HabitatManagementandPermitting(OHMP),andJohnDunker,DNR, Divisionof Mining,

Land,andWater. Statecommentsaresummarizedbelow.As providedin 18 AAC 90.520(e),

you arerequiredto submita written responseto thisdocumentwithin 10 daysof receivingthis

letter.Whenthe commentsandrequestedinformationhavebeensufficiently addressed,you

will be notified to issuea public noticeof the application,our comments,andyour responses.

Project summary

Klukwan Inc. is proposingto applythe pesticidesAccordandArsenal,andthe surfactantR-] 1

by helicopter,to redaldersiteson approximately2000acreson Long Island, propertyprivately

ownedby Klukwan, lnc./LongIslandTrust.The projectis intendedto allow an increasein

conifersecondgrowth by killing red alderandreducingsalmonberryin the treatedareas.The

pesticideAccord,EPA RegistrationNumber524-326, active ingredientglyphosate,is
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registeredfor forestryconiferandhardwoodrelease.Thelabel containsdirectionsfor aerial

treatment,includingmixing instructionsif usedwith the herbicide,Arsenal.ArsenaLEPA

Registrationnumber241-299,active ingredientimazapyr,alsohaslabeldirectionsforconifer

releasetreatment.A surfactantadjuvantis recommendedon theAccordlabel to enhanceits

effectandreducetheamountof productneeded.Youproposeto usethe surfactantR-11on

approximatelyhalfof the acreage,which hasextremelydensevegetation.

AccordandArsenalarecategorizedby EPAas Toxicity CategoryIII/IV, the lowestacute

toxicity rating for humansandanimals.The EPAhasconcludedthattheproductsarenot likely

to adverselyaffect freshwaterandmarinefish, birds,andaquaticinvertebrates.Theproposed

productshavearelatively short-halflife anddo not bioconcentratein aquaticorganismsor

bioaccumulatein speciesin highertropic levels. EPAhasapprovedtheseproductsfor aerial

usein complexecosystemssuchas forests. Neitherproductwas includedin abanrecently

enactedin WashingtonandOregonfor sprayingnearendangered/threatenedsalmonstreams.

Protection of aquatic areas

Pesticidescannot beappliedwithin aprotectivearea (18AAC 90.800). In addition,EPA has

not registeredImazapyrfor aquaticuse.DEC will prohibit imazapyrapplicationsto waterand

requireprotectiveareasbemaintainedas per 18 AAC 90.800.Detail howyou planto maintain

theprotectiveareas in yourprecautionarynarrativeas requiredper 18 AAC 90.515(12).

Surfactant/Adjuvant.

Insteadof applyingR-1 1 as thepreferredsurfactant,DNR suggestsyouconsiderusinganew

lesstoxic surfactantcalled“Competitor”.Contactthe manufactureranddetermineits

suitability undertheseapplicationconditionsandmakethenecessarychangesto your

applicationif applicable.

Protection of eagle nests from helicopter noise

DNR is conceruedthat the continuednoise anddisruptioncreatedby the helicoptercould be

detrimentalto nestingpairsof eagles.What is yourplanto avoid this disruption?
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Water withdrawals from fish bearing waters

Your applicationincludesthe proposalto takewaterfrom severalsitesto mix the chemicals,

undera “temporarywateruse”permit from DNR. Field inspectionswill be conductedby

OHMP DNR staffto determineif the proposedtemporarywateruse locationsarecataloged

anadramousfish streamsor containanadromousand/orresidentfish species,additionalpermits

will berequired.

How will used containers be disposed of7

Thepermitapplicationstatesthat theemptytriple-rinsedcontainerswouldbe disposedof at

the Ketchikanlandfill. DNR hasheardthatdisposalof thecontainersatthe landfill will not be

allowed.Whatis your alteruativefor disposalof the containersotherthanthe Ketchikan

landfill?

Water body identification and buffers need to be mapped

Your projectmapsshouldberevisedto ascalethat is sufficientto clearlydelineatethe areas

andwatersto be protected.The revisedmapsshouldinclude20-foot contourlines,Eagle’s

nestslocations,waterwithdrawal sites,the historic HowkanVillage site ,thirty-five foot

pesticidefree zones(PFZ) andall buffers.

Aerial identification of buffers

Physicalidentificationof bufferson thegroundwill not be visible by the air. Explainhowthe

aerialapplicatorwill preciselyidentify’ buffer boundaries,waterbodiesandeaglenests.

More Information needed about the application apparatus

Additional informationis neededaboutdropletsize,swathof application;sprayapparatus,

nozzlesize,drift mitigation,recordingequipment,andFAA safetyoperationscertificates.

Public participation required

Following a determinationthat the informationprovidedin responseto this letteris sufficient

for public review,two public noticeswill bepublishedwith a commentperiodof thirty days
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afterthe secondpublic notice.Publichearingswill be conductedwith acommentperiodof 30

daysafterthe final public hearing.

Sincerely,
Director
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