
     We have worked for years at the na-
tional level to transform the badly outdated 
Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) of 
1976. Did you know that 80,000 chemicals 
are on the market in the United States 
without safety testing? In the 37 years of 
TSCA, only about 200 chemicals have 
been tested by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) for their effects on 
human health and the environment. Only 5 
chemicals have been restricted by the EPA. 
Asbestos, which everyone knows is bad 
news – has still not been successfully 
banned by the EPA. The Toxic Substances 
Control Act fails to protect our health be-

cause it does not require the chemical cor-
porations to prove the safety of their prod-
ucts.  
     Before his untimely death in June of 
this year, Senator Lautenberg (D-NJ) 
worked on a compromise bill with Senator 
Vitter (R-LA) to reform the outdated 
TSCA with bipartisan support. Sadly, the 
Safe Chemicals Act that we organized 
around for years was scrapped. However, 
as a testament to our grassroots effort, your 
voices were heard loud and clear by Alas-
kan Senators Begich and Murkowski who 
are now both co-sponsors of the new 
Chemical Safety Improvement Act (S. 

1009). Thank you for speaking up and tak-
ing action.  
     Senator Begich told us his office has 
been “inundated” on this issue—a direct 
result of our grassroots organizing. When 
she became a co-sponsor Senator 
Murkowski stated: 
     “It’s troubling to me and to many Alas-

kans that we haven’t updated our chemical 

safety policy since the eight-track tape era. 

I have repeatedly been asked by the Alaska 

Community Action on Toxics and their 

Alaska Environmental Health and Justice 

Organizing to Protect the Health of Alaskans 
TSCA: 37 years + 80,000 chemicals – 300 tested = 5 restricted 
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        My experience in Geneva, Switzerland at the 

Conference of the Parties 6 (COP6) of the Stock-

holm Convention was all out amazing! It was like a 

dream. It had that “once in a life time” feeling, was 

so much fun and very educational for me. I felt 

mixed overwhelming emotions meant in the great-

est possible way! It was a lot to take in, what with 

all the big words and very formal dress. I’m still 

processing the fact that I actually got to attend 

something so huge, and will not forget the experi-

ence. 

     The COP was established from Article 19 of the Convention and is the governing 

body of the Stockholm Convention. It now has 179 countries that have ratified it and we 

are disappointed that the United States is not among them. These meetings are held 

every two years.  

     I learned new things and to experience them first hand is the greatest. Before Alaska 

Community on Toxics (ACAT), I knew little about Northeast Cape or the military in-

volvement on St. Lawrence Island. Before attending COP6, I didn’t know about the 

Like a Dream: St. Lawrence Island youth reflects on  
Stockholm Convention meeting in Geneva 

Continued on page 3 

Continued on page 7 
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Alaskans urge Alaska Mental Health Trust to divest of coal interests  

     On September 4, 2013 ACAT together 

with parents, grandparents, and health care 

professionals concerned about mercury 

contamination from proposed coal mining 

delivered over 700 petitions from Mothers 

Against Mercury to the Alaska Mental 

Health Trust Authority board urging the 

board to divest from coal.  

     Proposed Alaska coal development 

projects, many of which are on land owned 

by the Alaska Mental Health Trust 

(AMHT), aim at shipping the coal pro-

duced to Asian markets. In addition to the 

direct harm that coal mining and transpor-

tation will have on Alaskan communities, 

coal releases mercury when burned, and 

much of this mercury contamina-

tion will return to Alaska.   

     In her testimony before the 

board, ACAT Executive Director 

Pam Miller alerted the board to 

new science pointing to coal plants 

in Asia as a source of mercury con-

tamination in Pacific Ocean fish, 

discussed how mercury exposure 

can affect mental health and chal-

lenged the Trust to divest from an 

industry that can itself result in 

learning and developmental disorders:  

“A new study from the University of Michi-

gan and the University of Hawaii impli-

cates coal burning power plants in Asia for 

contamination of deep water ocean fish 

from the Pacific with mercury through 

isotopic fingerprinting of mercury sources. 

This is a brand new study. The health haz-

ards of mercury are well known to you. 

Exposure causes developmental disorders 

in children including learning disabilities, 

impairment of mental abilities, memory 

and motor functions, cerebral palsy. 

Shouldn’t the Mental Health Trust Author-

ity do everything in its power to prevent 

this harm? The core of medical ethics is 

first, do no harm. Please divest from coal. 

Its destructive cycle is antithetical to your 

mission.” 

     The next meeting of the board of the 

Alaska Mental Health Trust will be on 

November 21, 2013. Please contact ACAT 

at (907) 222-7714 to find out how you can 

take action to prevent coal mining that 

would increase mercury contamination in 

Alaska.  

     You can learn more about the  link be-

tween Alaska’s coal and mercury contami-

nation during a free one-hour CHE-AK 

teleconference on November 13th with Dr. 

Steve Gilbert.  (See back page ) vvvv 
 

Mothers and Others Against Mer-
cury, including representatives of 
Alaska Community Action on 
Toxics, Castle Mountain Coalition, 
Chickaloon Village Traditional 
Council and others concerned 
about the health impacts of coal 
mining  braved the cold and wet 
weather to prepare signs and 
demonstrate in front of the Alaska 
Mental Health Trust building on 
September 4, 2013 in Anchorage. 

Breaking News! Sen. Olson to introduce legislation  
to protect children’s health  

     Alaska State Senator Donny Olson recently announced that he will introduce a bill in 

advance of the 2014 legislative session that would phase out the use of a toxic class of 

flame retardant chemicals that are marketed for children—persistent, carcinogenic 

chemicals known as chlorinated tris that are used in such products as nursing pillows, 

nap mats, changing pads, car seats, baby carriers, and high chair pads. Flame retardants 

have been linked to cancer and damage to reproductive, endocrine, and nervous systems. 

We strongly support this legislation and will do eve-

rything we can to ensure its passage by the Alaska 

State Legislature. Please stay tuned—this will require 

your support, including letters to your legislators and 

testimony during the session! vvvv 

Left to right: Alyssa Madsen (9 yrs), Brisais 
Madsen (3 yrs), Tasha Cox (3 yrs). Grow-
ing children are especially vulnerable to 
toxic chemicals. Photo by Samarys Segui-
not-Medina  

Prefer Email? Please contact heather@akaction.org  to receive future newsletters by email only. 
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Announcements:  
 

Just published 
Several ACAT staff co-authored a paper 
with our community and university re-
search team that was recently published 
(August 2013) in the prestigious Interna-
tional Journal of Circumpolar Health ti-
tled: Community-Based Participatory 
Research Projects and Policy Engage-
ment to Protect Environmental Health on 
St. Lawrence Island, Alaska. Please con-
tact Pamela Miller for a copy 
(pamela@akaction.org) 
 

Seward coal dust report 
Last fall ACAT partnered with Resurrec-
tion Bay Conservation Alliance in Seward 
to launch a citizen air quality monitoring 
project to address questions and con-
cerns about fugitive coal dust from load-
ing coal onto ships bound for Asia. Re-
sults of the analysis of samples will be 
described in a report to be released this 
winter. Stay tuned! 
 

Upcoming CHE-AK calls 
To learn more/register: www.akaction.org  

October 16, 9:00 am Breast Cancer and 
the Environment: Prioritizing Prevention  

November 13, 9:00 am  Dirty Coal: From 
Mining to Mercury Contamination — 
Alaska to Asia and Back  
 

ACAT’s Green Cleaning Service—
Improving Anchorage’s indoor air 
quality! 
     Green Cleaning Service client, 
Melissa Fouse, of Melissa Fouse Ap-
praisals says “What I like about it is I’m 
supporting a nonprofit that’s doing impor-
tant work. And I’m providing employment 
to people who need it.” Plus in the feature 
on Alaska Public Radio she says she 
prefers having fewer chemical smells 
around: “I’ve had plenty of bleach expo-
sure in my life and I’m done with that!” A 
link to the radio story and to some green 
cleaning recipes is on the home page of 
our website. Visit www.akaction.org, or 
call Antonio at 222-7714 to set up a 
cleaning in Anchorage. 

Best wishes to Heidi Zimmer!  

     After two years with ACAT, Heidi 

Zimmer who served as Environmental 

Health Coordinator, is bravely venturing 

forth to teach high school science. Heidi 

led our coalition efforts to raise awareness 

and engagement about the health effects 

of coal. She brought an excellent back-

ground and experience in science and 

writing to her work at ACAT. There is no 

one with more strength and endurance in 

field work and sampling! She assures us 

that she will continue as a “super” volun-

teer! We’re holding her to that and not 

saying goodbye! vvvv 

Like a Dream, continued from page 1 

Stockholm Convention or what its purpose was. Nor had I heard of hexabromocyclodo-

decane (HBCD), or that it was harmful. The Stockholm Convention focuses on Persistent 

Organic Pollutants (POPs), pesticides and other industrial chemicals that harm the envi-

ronment and people around the world. At this convention, an important decision was 

made, which was to list HBCD to Annex A of the Convention with specific exemptions. 

The chemical is a brominated flame retardant, commonly used in polystyrene foam for 

building insulation. There is still a lot that I don’t know. Thanks to ACAT and this ex-

perience, it actually opened my eyes. I’m really glad I had this opportunity.  

     To be selected to attend an International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) meeting 

and the Indigenous women’s meetings was a huge honor. At the IPEN meetings, it was 

both interesting and confusing. I didn’t understand it all, but it was a great experience 

anyway. During this meeting, I met other women from around the world with the same 

cause — to create a safer environment for future generations.  

     I was asked to give an intervention at the COP6 about why listing HBCD into Annex 

A with no exemptions was so important. It is important to list this chemical because it is 

one of many chemicals that harms developing children and is also linked with thyroid 

disease. I have never been so scared and nervous with a little excitement at the same time 

to give a speech (called an “intervention” at the United Nations)! I don’t regret giving it. 

It was my small contribution for the listing. To be honest, I was amazed with myself to 

give a speech in front of 1000 delegates. Before the intervention took place, I was shak-

ing, nervous, frightened, and just plain freaking out! What made it all better was my aunt 

told me “Just imagine your mom and everyone else who passed on with cancer sitting in 

the front row seat.” I did and it made me feel so much better. 

Now that I obtained this experience, I ask myself “What will I do?”   I want to help raise 

awareness and to learn more from ACAT. 

      I really liked attending the Stockholm Convention. I did not mind wearing formal 

clothing, and someday I will learn the meaning of all the big words. I enjoyed every min-

ute of my experience in Geneva.  

     P.S. We were so busy from early in the morning to late at night that I barely had time 

to see much of Geneva while we were there. I heard that there is a beautiful lake there. vvvv 

Heidi Zimmer. Photo by ACAT. 
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Success at the International Stockholm Convention o n Persistent Pollutants 
By Pamela Miller 

www.akaction.org 

     Alaska Community Action on Toxics 

(ACAT) was instrumental in achieving a 

major victory in May 2013 with the deci-

sion of 179 nations of the Stockholm Con-

vention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

(“POPs Treaty”), to institute a global ban 

on the chemical HBCD (hexabromo-

cyclododecane), a toxic and persistent 

chemical widely used in building insula-

tion. HBCD is now found in soil, air, wa-

ter, wildlife, and people around the world, 

including  the Arctic environment and in 

the blood and breast milk of Arctic Indige-

nous Peoples. HBCD affects the ability of 

children to learn and grow because it 

harms thyroid function and neurodevelop-

ment—with some of the effects being 

transgenerational.  

     ACAT sponsored a delegation of four 

Arctic Indigenous women to participate in 

the “Conference of the Parties” of the 

Stockholm Convention held in Geneva, 

Switzerland from April 28—May 10. The 

Stockholm Convention is a global legally 

binding treaty to address some of the 

world’s most toxic chemicals. Vi Waghiyi, 

ACAT’s Environmental Health and Justice 

Program Director, led the Arctic Indige-

nous women’s delegation. Pamela Miller, 

Executive Director, provided scientific 

information and technical support to the 

delegation. In addition, as a Steering Com-

mittee member of the International POPs 

Elimination Network (IPEN), a global net-

work of environmental health and justice 

groups, Pam led the IPEN working group 

on HBCD and prepared formal interven-

tions on this and other key topics.  

      Tiffany Immingan (Akaay), a Yupik 

youth representative from the Native Vil-

lage of Savoonga, delivered a powerful 

statement to the Convention plenary ses-

sion of approximately 1,000 people: “I am 

making this statement as an Indigenous 

Youth from the Arctic on behalf of the 

Global Indigenous Peoples Caucus. Our 

caucus represents Indigenous organiza-

tions, Nations and peoples from the Arctic, 

Africa, North America, Latin America and 

the Pacific regions. Indigenous Peoples 

continue to bear a burden that they did not 

create and do not have the capacity to deal 

with on their own. Indigenous Children 

and Youth are the most harmed of all. In 

the Arctic, the level of chemicals contami-

nation in breast milk is amongst the high-

est of any population on earth. Indigenous 

children all over the world are harmed by 

persistent chemicals from conception on-

wards. Our communities are suffering 

from high rates of cancers, birth defects, 

learning and developmental disorders. The 

chemicals present in our bodies are passed 

on to Indigenous children and harm their 

ability to learn our languages, songs, sto-

ries, and knowledge.” Akaay called on the 

delegates “For the health and well-being 

of our Indigenous Peoples and all peoples 

of the earth and our future generations, 

please support listing of HBCD in Annex A 

of the Convention with no exemptions.. 

     Akaay’s village is located on St. Law-

rence Island in the northern Bering Sea of 

Arctic Alaska. Her statement received en-

thusiastic applause from the entire plenary 

of delegates, a rare occurrence in the other-

wise somber deliberations (See related 

article “Like a Dream” on page 1).      

     In preparation for the Stockholm Con-

vention Conference of the Parties (COP6), 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics, In-

ternational Indian Treaty Council, and In-

digenous Information Network facilitated a 

1-day training session for Indigenous 

women from North America, Central 

America, and Africa to highlight the hu-

man rights obligations of the United Na-

tions. The Global Indigenous Women’s 

Caucus worked at COP6 to educate dele-

gates about the multi-generational health 

effects of POPs (including in the Arctic) 

and to include human rights as well as sci-

entific realities from Indigenous communi-

ties around the world. At the meeting, the 

group prepared interventions, participated 

in regional meetings and contact groups, 

and informed delegates on health and hu-

man rights obligations.  

     Also in preparation for the Stockholm 

Convention, ACAT hosted a webinar in 

April for 30 Indigenous women from 

throughout Alaska and North America to 

address how POPs chemicals affect Indige-

nous women’s health in the Arctic and 

other regions and to present information on 

a human rights-based approach to holding 

the nations accountable to phase out harm-

ful chemicals.  

     You can go online to listen to the pod-

cast and view presentations from the 

4/18/2013 webinar on “International Ac-

tions to Protect the Reproductive Health of 

Indigenous Women, Human Rights, &  

Future Generations”: 

http://www.akaction.org/just_the_facts/mu

ltimedia.html  vvvv 

From left to right: Pamela Miller, ACAT;  
Danika Littlechild, Ermineskin Cree Na-
tion, Counsel, International Indian Treaty 
Council, Canada, Berenice Sanchez, Na-
haut, Mexico 

International POPs Elimination 
Network (IPEN) 
ACAT actively participates and is a 
member of the steering committee of 
IPEN, the International POPs Elimination 
Network. IPEN is a global network of 
more than 800 environmental health and 
justice groups working to achieve a 
toxics-free future. www.ipen.org 
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     Our friends and families on St. Lawrence Island (SL I), 
Alaska are facing an urgent food shortage. ACAT has  set 
up a donation fund to provide immediate food assist ance.  
We have worked closely with the communities of Savoonga 
and Gambell on community-based research and advocacy 
since our founding in 1997. We are deeply concerned for their 
health and well-being. 
     The impacts of climate change are intensified in th e 
Arctic. The size and severity of storms has increas ed and 
stable sea ice has decreased, making it much more d an-
gerous to conduct traditional fishing and hunting a ctivities.  Adverse spring weather conditions this year led to a dis-
astrous walrus hunt. The walrus harvest is essential to the continued cultural, nutritional, economic, food security, and 
spiritual well-being of St. Lawrence Island’s Yupik people. This year’s harvest was 64 percent lower than the last 10-year 
average, prompting the Native villages of Savoonga and Gambell to call for a declaration of economic disaster which Gov-
ernor Parnell granted on August 29, 2013. 
     Yupik people are facing severe hunger now, with a l ong cold winter on its way.  Children and the elderly are espe-
cially vulnerable to a lack of food. Our Yupik people depend on traditional foods for their survival. For many thousands of 
years they have been able to live in balance with nature, hunting and fishing for their primary foods which provide physi-
cal, spiritual, and cultural sustenance. 
     Climate change impacts are evident in the declining and shifting sea ice, the melting of permafrost, and severe storm 
surges. In addition, the global transport of pollutants to the Arctic is compromising the health of fish and w ildlife 
which Yupik people hunt for food. Population declin es in these traditional foods are likely due in par t to persis-
tent toxic chemicals linked to infertility which dr ift northward on wind and water.  
      The people of St. Lawrence Island have asked the state and federal governments for help. Unfortunately, no immedi-
ate assistance has been provided. 
     The Yupik people are asking our colleagues in the environmental health and justice communities for help. If we can 
raise $35,000 by December 1st, we can help most of the families on St. Lawrence Island make it through the worst part of 
winter. This is our goal for immediate aid. We will keep you updated about any future needs. 
     Alaska Community Action on Toxics has set up a system to receive money and to make sure that healthy foods are 
purchased and taken to St. Lawrence Island for direct distribution to families. We are doing this with no overhead costs 
and we’re also working to secure free shipping to the Island. Please donate to the St. Lawrence Island Food Crisis Fund. It 
is urgent that we come together to support our Yupik friends and families.  
 

Thank you. Igamsiqayugvikamsii. 
Vi Waghiyi, Tribal Member, Native Village of Savoonga and Environmental Health and Justice Program Director, ACAT 
Pamela Miller, Executive Director, ACAT 

To contribute and help our Yupik friends and famili es:  Donations may be made online at www.akaction.org or you 
may send checks to: Alaska Community Action on Toxics, 505 W. Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 205, Anchorage, AK 99503 

Walrus drying on racks in Gambell in April 2013. This year’s harvest 
was less than half of the average yearly harvest over the past 10 
years causing a serious food shortage for St. Lawrence Island Com-
munities. Photo by Samarys Seguinot-Medina  

“This is a crisis for the community. Children and 
elders are going hungry. Freezers which are usually 
full this time of year are empty.”  - Vi Waghiyi,    
Native Village of Savoonga tribal member and Envi-
ronmental Health & Justice Program Director, ACAT 

Please donate to the St. Lawrence Island Food Crisi s Fund today!  
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A fond farewell and huge thank you to Madelyn Peter son! 
      We were so pleased and grateful for the opportunity to host Madelyn Peterson this past 
summer through the generous support of the Alaska Conservation Foundation internship pro-
gram. We were all impressed with her generous and compassionate spirit, great energy, sense of 
humor, and “wisdom beyond her years.” Madelyn grew up just outside of Palmer, AK, in the 
foothills of Lazy Mountain, and has spent the past four years studying at Whitman College in 
Walla Walla, WA. She recently graduated with a Politics degree, a background in environmental 
fieldwork and community-based research, and an ache to head North and advocate for the health 
and strength of Alaskan landscapes and their human communities. As a wild child raised on 
smoked salmon, fiddle-head ferns, and summer-long midnight hikes, she maintains a fierce love 
for the vibrant ecosystems and subsistence cultures of Alaska and eagerly supported ACAT’s 
work. 
     During her time with ACAT, Madelyn assisted with field sampling on St. Lawrence Island, 
put her gardening skills to work for our community gardening projects, and contributed mightily 
in our Mothers Against Mercury campaigns and other community-based research projects. Here 
she reflects on her experience working with ACAT. We’ll miss you, Madelyn! 
     I spent six months prior to arriving in Anchorage poring over every bit of literature I could 
find on St. Lawrence Island and ACAT's work there. After finishing my undergraduate thesis on 
ACAT's partnership with Savoonga and Gambell, I held nothing but admiration for the organiza-
tion and was thrilled by the opportunity to join their team this summer. During my short time 
here I've been gifted with opportunities to participate in ACAT's work, including collecting stickleback fish on St. Lawrence Island 
with our research partners, helping plan a community health fair and clinic on the island, working on the Mothers Against Mercury 
campaign, getting my hands dirty in the Yarducopia garden projects, and connecting with and learning from tribal leaders and com-
munity activists around the state.  
     Over the last three months, I have developed a deep respect and gratitude for the work ACAT does and the role they play in Alas-
kan communities. I leave Alaska this summer inspired and humbled by the staff at ACAT, with best wishes for their coming year and 
hopes of meeting again soon! vvvv 

Environmental and Community Health 
Advocate Intern Madelyn Peterson on 
the beach at Northeast Cape. Photo 
by: ACAT 

ACAT’s organic community gardening outreach grows w ith “Yarducopia”!    
By GeorgeAnne Sprinkle, ACAT’s Community Garden Organizer  

     This summer, ACAT started a pilot 

program called “Yarducopia.” The project 

builds the skills of Anchorage residents to 

grow their own food free of chemical fer-

tilizers and pesticides. Yarducopia brings 

people together around a common interest 

– growing healthy, organic food. 

    Here’s how it works: Yarducopia con-

nects homeowners who donate yard space 

and tools with people who have time to 

garden. ACAT trains the volunteers to 

build sustainable, organic gardens and 

meets with them once a week to address 

any questions, concerns or observations. 

The homeowner and volunteers split the 

produce grown, saving ten percent to be 

given to a charity of their choice. 

    The response we received surpassed all 

of our expectations. We paired 13 volun-

teers to 5 homeowner plots. Volunteers 

planted 18 different types of plants from 

Asian cabbage to zucchini, all from seed-

lings started in the ACAT office. The 

weekly meetings with the volunteers pro-

vided hands-on experience and an oppor-

tunity to talk about a full range of garden-

ing topics including planting, composting, 

nutrition and soil science. 

    Most of our volunteers have had little to 

no gardening experience. Through the 

program, they learned how to build a gar-

den bed on top of existing lawn using per-

maculture techniques. Participants har-

vested enough to supplement meals 

throughout the week. They learned new 

varieties, new tastes, and textures.  

    If you are interested in getting involved 

with Yarducopia, we would love to hear 

from you. Please call 222-7714 or 

email garden@akaction.org vvvv 

ACAT’s “Yarducopia” project connects homeowners who donate yard space and tools 
with volunteers who want to learn organic gardening techniques. 
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Double your dollars when you donate a portion of yo ur PFD to support ACAT!   
Right now your donation to ACAT will go twice as far. Groundswell’s Catalyst Fund will match your tax deductible contribution dollar-

for-dollar. Donate online at www.akaction.org. Your donation in any amount is eligible for the match. Donate $35.00 or more to be-

come a supporting member. Counting you as a member makes our voice that much stronger. Thank you!   

Yes!  I want to support Alaska Community Action on Toxics (ACAT)  
 
Name: ______________________________________________ 

Organization/ Business: ________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

City/ State/ Zip: _______________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________ 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and all contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

Enclosed is my gift of: 

�  $500  �  $250  �  $100  �  $50  �  $35  �  $25  $______Other 

Please make your check payable to ACAT and send to: 
505 West Northern Lights Blvd. Ste. 205;  
Anchorage, AK 99503  
 
Donate online via our secure website: 
www.akaction.org 

Federal policy update, from page 1 

Program to reform and streamline the re-

view process of chemicals that are affect-

ing the health of rural Alaskans. Though 

this bill is not perfect, it clearly is a posi-

tive, bipartisan step forward and offers a 

clear path to speed up the review and en-

forcement of rules to stop chemicals from 

affecting our fish and wildlife – and the 

health of rural Alaskans that depend on a 

subsistence way of life.”  

     The Chemical Safety Improvement 

Act (CSIA) does not do enough to pro-

tect the health of Alaskans. We need 

your help to strengthen this bill. A 
stronger Chemical Safety Improvement 

Act is a critical step towards protecting  

Alaska’s environmental and public health. 

Alaska and the circumpolar Arctic have 

become a hemispheric sink for persistent, 

bio-accumulative chemicals carried into 

the north through wind and ocean currents. 

These harmful chemicals contaminate fish, 

wildlife, and people. As an example, re-

search has shown that women of child-

bearing age in the Yukon-Kuskokwim 

delta have higher levels of PBDEs (flame 

retardants in foam furniture and electron-

ics) than any other population in the cir-

cumpolar Arctic.  

     We continue to work with our national 

coalition partners including the national 

Environmental Justice and Health Alliance 

and the Safer Chemicals Healthy Families 

Coalition to ensure that the Chemicals 

Safety Improvement Act really protects the 

health of vulnerable populations such as 

pregnant women and children, as well as 

“hotspot” communities—those communi-

ties that are disproportionately exposed 

through industrial or military contamina-

tion. These changes are vital to the health 

of Alaskans. Alarmingly, as it’s written, 

this bill would prevent the right of states to 

pass stricter chemical laws and protections. 

We need to fix this. We need your help to 

ensure that chemicals policy reform actu-

ally protects our health. Scientific evidence 

links many diseases, including cancers, 

learning and developmental disorders, dia-

betes and obesity, with chemical expo-

sures. We must do everything possible to 

take the precautionary approach – it’s bet-

ter to be safe than sorry. We have the op-

portunity to achieve real change at the na-

tional level and to prevent harmful expo-

sures. Call Maricarmen, Environmental 

Health and Justice Organizer at ACAT at 

(907) 222-7714 to learn how you can help 

to change state and national chemicals 

policy to protect the health of all! Please 

join us in this organizing movement and 

call your Senators today. Learn more at 

www.akaction.org/saferchems.html Please 

call Senators Begich and Murkowski today 

and ask them to fix the Chemical Safety 

Improvement Act (S.1009) so it will ade-

quately protect public health. vvvv 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski 

Washington, D.C. office: 
(202) 224-6665 
Anchorage office:  
(907) 271-3735 

Washington, D.C. office: 
(202) 224-3004 
Anchorage office: 
(907) 271-5915  

Sen. Mark Begich  



505 West Northern Lights Blvd., Ste. 205 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

Save the date! Free teleconference seminars  

Wednesday, October 16, 9:00 am  
Breast Cancer and the Environment: Prioritizing 
Prevention  
Free one-hour teleconference seminar with Breast Cancer 

Fund staff Connie Engel  and Nancy Buermeyer  about a 
recent government report that concludes that preventing exposure to environ-

mental risk factors is the most promising path to decrease incidence of breast 

cancer. Learn more and sign-up at www.akaction.org  
 

 

Wednesday, November 13, 9:00 am  
Dirty Coal: From Mining to Mercury Contamination 
— Alaska to Asia and Back 
Free one-hour teleconference seminar with Dr. Steven G. 

Gilbert , Director and Founder of the Institute of Neurotoxicology and Neurologi-
cal Disorders. Dr. Gilbert will trace what happens from the time coal is mined 

until it is burned. We will discuss 1) how mercury is released from coal-fired 

power plants in China, blows our way, and biomagnifies and bioaccumulates 

in Pacific fish, and 2) health effects of mercury exposure in children and adults.  

Learn more and sign-up at www.akaction.org  

About CHE-AK calls:  

ACAT’s Alaska Collaborative on 

Health and the Environment (CHE-

AK) offers free monthly teleconfer-

ence seminars that are open to eve-

ryone. CHE-AK is a working group 

of the National Collaborative on 

Health and the Environment.   

· The calls are free, last one hour, and 

are offered monthly; 

· Guest presenters include leaders in 

science, policy, community organiz-
ing, and human rights; 

· We’ve hosted more than 60 calls 

since 2006;  recordings of past calls 
are available at www.akaction.org 

· To join our CHE-AK email list, please 

email  heather@akaction.org and put 
“CHE-AK sign up” in the subject line.  


