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More Than Rain: The Hidden Presence
of Glyphosate in April Showers

This month, we're focusing on why this issue affects you, even if you never use
glyphosate yourself. Studies increasingly show that once applied, glyphosate can
move through both water and air, traveling far beyond where it was originally used
and affecting communities and ecosystems that never agreed to its use. In other
words, exposure isn't limited to our own yards or farms, it can spread through the
environment into surrounding yards and communities in ways that aren’t always
visible.

After application, rain can wash glyphosate into streams, rivers, and groundwater,
contaminating surrounding watersheds. Even if you don't use it yourself, nearby
use matters; If a neighbor or nearby farm applies glyphosate, some of that runoff
could make its way into your yard. Monitoring by the U.S. Geological Survey has
detected glyphosate and its breakdown product in many U.S. waterways,
particularly in agricultural regions (USGS, 2019). We know these chemicals don't
simply disappear; they persist and circulate through aquatic systems, with the
potential to enter drinking water sources (Battaglin et al., 2014).

Glyphosate movement is not limited to soil and surface water, it can also re-enter
the atmosphere as part of the water cycle. Studies have now detected glyphosate
in rainfall, suggesting that it can be transported indirectly through the air while
bound to water droplets or particulate matter, before being redeposited in new
locations (Chang_et al., 2011; Majewski et al., 2014). This process allows glyphosate to
cycle through evaporation, precipitation, and runoff, spreading contamination far
beyond areas of direct application. This chemical behavior is characteristic of long-
range transport (the ability of chemicals to move across regions via wind and
atmospheric processes). Its presence in precipitation and in diverse environments,
including remote and northern regions with little or no direct use, highlights the
interconnectedness of environmental systems and the devastating threat




glyphosate use poses on human health and the environment (Battaglin et al., 2014
:Lupi et al., 2019).

All of this adds up to a bigger picture: low-level exposure can happen to any of us
repeatedly, through water, food, and even the air, and while scientists continue to
study the negative long-term health outcomes, the widespread presence of
glyphosate raises important questions about how we manage its use. For home
gardeners, this is a reminder that every choice matters. Organic practices (like
mulching, hand weeding, and building healthy soil) don't just avoid direct
exposure in your yard, they also help reduce the overall chemical load entering our
shared environment, which makes choosing safer, more sustainable alternatives
more important than ever.
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Alaska Community Action on Toxics (ACAT) is advocating for a set of important bills
aimed at protecting public health and addressing the growing threats of toxic
chemicals and plastic pollution across the state.

Among the top priorities are Senate Bill 219 and House Bill 235, which would
establish enforceable, health-protective standards for PFAS (per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances) in drinking water. Often referred to as “forever
chemicals,” PFAS persist in the environment and accumulate in the human body
over time. Exposure has been linked to serious health impacts, including cancer,

immune system suppression, reproductive harm, and increased risk of thyroid
disease.

These protections are especially critical in Alaska, where PFAS contamination has
been identified at hundreds of sites statewide. Sources of contamination include



the use of PFAS-based firefighting foams, which have impacted drinking water,
fish, wildlife, and subsistence resources in many communities.

ACAT is also supporting House Bill 25, which would phase out the use of
polystyrene (Styrofoam) takeout containers in eateries across Alaska. Polystyrene is
a significant source of environmental pollution, breaking down into microplastics
that contaminate waterways and ecosystems while posing potential risks to
human health.

Together, these bills represent a proactive approach to reducing toxic exposures,
improving environmental health, and safeguarding Alaska's communities and
ecosystems for future generations.

Public comments on Senate Bill 219 are still being accepted and can be submitted
to Senate.State. Affairs@akleg.gov.

Chin'an, Igamsi, Quyana, Mahalo, Fa'afetai—and a big thank you to everyone who
joined us last week at Loussac Library for Standing Above the Clouds, the first
movie of 2026 in our Mother Earth Justice film series. Standing Above the Clouds, a
documentary by Jalena Kaene-Lee, follows Native Hawaiian mother daughter
activists opposing the proposed Thirty Meter Telescope on the sacred mountain
Mauna Kea.

ACAT partnered with the Indigenous Environmental Network, Pacific Community
of Alaska, Stand Up AK, Hi'ilei Aloha Dance Co. and Ida'ina K'eljeshna Dance Group,
to share the film, along with traditional dance performances, and a panel
discussion. Many others contributed their time, and donated food for the event,
including Aaron Leggett, President of the Native Village of Eklutna, and Moose's
Tooth.

The film series is part of a broader effort to bring community members together to
engage with environmental issues through a justice focused lens.

Save the date for the next film in the series, at Bear Tooth on July 27.
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EARTH DAY

FREE FILM SCREENING

In honor of Earth Day, Plastic
Free 907 will be hosting a SAVE THE DATE

screening of The Plastic

Detox at Alaska Community APRIL
Action on Toxics office. 2026

530 P.M. DOORS OPEN, ®
6P.M. FILM STARTS CONTACT
INFO:
1225 EAST INTERNATIONAL COURTNEY.M@AKACTION.ORG
9 AIRPORT ROAD. SUITE 220,
ANCHORAGE, AK, 99518

Join us this Earth Day for a free
community screening of The Plastic
Detox.

T April 22,2026

@® Doors open at 5:30 PM | Film starts
at 6:00 PM

® 1225 E. International Airport Rd.,
Suite 220, Anchorage

Hosted by ACAT's Plastic Free 907 staff,
this film explores the hidden impacts of
plastic on our health and environment
and what we can do about it.

Bring a friend, learn something new,
and be part of the movement for a
healthier future.

Questions? courtney.m@akaction.org




Join ACAT's Yarducopia and Plastic Free
907 staff, on May 9th as we care for our
adopted space at Bancroft Park

We'll be meeting at the South end of
Shelikoff Street at the picnic tables near
Bancroft Bridge from 11 AM -1 PM for a
park clean-up, followed by lunch at 1
PM. Sandwiches, chips, and drinks will

)
\ be provided.
L\
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R %&J Please wear boots and come ready to
get a little dirty. Gloves and trash bags
¢ BANCROFT PARK will be provided!
CLEAN UP Hope to see you there!

Please wear boots and come ready to get a little dirty.
Gloves and trash bags will be provided!

5.9.2026

11 AM -1PM CLEAN UP
1PM LUNCH
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contact: (907) 222-7714 | gardeneakaction.org

This month, we are highlighting Heather Koponen, a longtime Fairbanks resident
whose life of service and advocacy reflects a deep commitment to protecting



Alaska's people and environment.

Raised on a homestead outside Fairbanks, Heather grew up closely connected to
the land and water that sustain Interior communities. Over the years, she has
served as a wildland firefighter, Cormmunity Health Aide, physician assistant, and
volunteer educator. These experiences shaped her understanding that
environmental health and human health are inseparable.

That connection became personal when Heather discovered PFAS contamination
in her own well water after attending a local community event. In response, she
took action by hauling safe drinking water, helping neighbors test their wells, and
raising awareness about the risks of “forever chemicals.”

In 2026, Heather traveled to Juneau to advocate for legislation addressing PFAS
and plastics. While progress remains challenging, she continues her work at the

community level—sharing resources, distributing test kits, and educating others at
local events.

Through her dedication and leadership, Heather Koponen is helping protect the
health of Fairbanks residents today and for generations to come.

akactiofierg/webinars Join CHE-Alaska for an upcoming
webinar featuring a special
conversation with Lindsay Dahl, author
of Cleaning House.

In this webinar, Lindsay will share
insights from her book and explore how
everyday products—from cleaning
supplies to personal care items—can
expose us to toxic chemicals, along with
practical steps to reduce those risks.

Event Details:

T April 27

A conversation with author Lindsay Dahl © 10:00 AM AKST

® Virtual: Register here

April 27,2026 © 10 am. AKST/ 11 am.PST
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April 9 | Unlock Your Backyard'’s Potential: A Permaculture Design Workshop
Location: Seed Lab (111 W. 6th Ave)

Time: 5:30 PM (Community Potluck); 6:00 - 8:00 PM (Workshop Session)



April 18 | Midtown Mall Spring Garden Festival
Location: Midtown Mall (formerly Sears Mall)
Time: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

April 22 | Film Screening: The Plastic Detox

Location: Alaska Community Action on Toxics (1225 E. International Airport Rd.,
Suite 220, Anchorage, AK 99518)

Time: 5:30 PM Doors open | 6:00 PM Film starts

April 27 | From Dirt to Dinner: Meet Alaska’s Food Producers
Location: Seed Lab (111 W. 6th Ave)

Time: 5:30 PM (Food & Potluck); 6:00 PM (Welcome & Film Shorts); 7:15 PM (Panel)

May 9 | Bancroft Park Spring Cleanup
Location: South end of Shelikoff Street at Bancroft Park, Anchorage
Time: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

May 10 | Lasagna Garden Workshop & Community Garden Build
Location: 14th & Ingra
Time: 1:00 PM (Workshop); 2:00 PM (Garden Build); 5:00 PM (BBQ Celebration)

April (Ongoing) | Soup Kitchen Co-op
Location: Lutheran Social Services
Time: 4:00 - 6:00 PM (Wednesdays through mid-May)
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SUPPORT ACAT

Inspired by what you read in this newsletter? Your support
makes it possible! Donate today and help us expand
our reach and increase our impact.
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{{Disclaimer}}

Alaska Community Action on Toxics
1225 E. International Airport Rd Ste 220
Anchorage, AK 99518
United States

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please (Unsubscribing is
not supported in previews).



