
Currant Affairs 

April 7, 2023 Edition 
Compiled regularly by Nick Riordan on behalf of Yarducopia (a program of Alaska Community 

Action on Toxics) and the Alaska Food Policy Council 

 

**Marks new and updated items in this issue 

 

WORKSHOPS, WEBINARS, & SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

**April 8 

Seeds of Change will be at Arctic Harvest’s Second Saturday Market. The event runs from 12 – 

4 pm and is at 144 E Potter Drive (Arctic Harvest warehouse).    

 

**April 10 

Anchorage Museum’s Urban Harvest series: Composting 101 starts at 6 pm at the Seed Lab. 

Free, registration recommended. Event details and registration info can be found here. 

 

**April 11 

Forming a Farmer Collective is the topic of the next GROW Program (RurAL CAP) and AK 

Tribes Extension Program event. Learn more and register here.  

 

April 11 

Anchorage Museum’s Urban Harvest series: Weeds vs Invasive Plants starts at 6 pm. Event 

details and registration info can be found here. 

 

April 13 

Wildflower Garden Club of Alaska’s regular monthly meeting for April is Growing Arctic 

Garlic presented by Deb Blaylock. Usual time and place (10 am at Central Lutheran Church) 

 

**April 13 

Long term health effects on children from Glyphosate exposure is the title of a Collaborative 

on Health and the Environment (CHE) presentation coming up. Glyphosate is the most common 

herbicide used in agriculture and is commonly used by homeowners as well. Join this 

presentation to better understand the costs to our children's health associated with these toxic 

chemicals. Visit the CHE website and register here.    

 

**April 13 

The Ins and Outs of Soil Sampling is the topic of Homer Soil and Water Conservation District’s 
next talk from 6-7pm. It is both in-person in Homer and via Zoom. Learn more and register here.  

April 14 

AARP Gardening series: Vegetable Gardening - Join AARP Alaska and Steve Brown from the 

Cooperative Extension Service in this workshop to learn how growing bountiful veggies is very 

https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/visit/calendar/eventdetails/?id=4mcaat03v6daua9d2gkm0fg72c
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Falaska.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZYofuGopzIiHte7dCvqTOXkGMaOqO-Ef4Da%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0W2_tWm-9DpPpyuHFm0GF24lhJk8Qe8DYdsbrTZZi09iEAjO0zz5Mobsw&h=AT2TOCreNLrxyccybZrDl6zbnUFa2fx9t0st4ajUtu2VKbJPXwVWNAaE5HsvJGMheBncLe5tnO_-0ICqfHrceytcbJ1htfNDdsr6RAbwMQHwhBSyNx86TLq8idS55ZAX&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT361D1jxHDB9JY1JciV7G3FOkEHOHdUCFOgDEWbkqAV1E6guk7PM05qckQmXefbWIWkqlPCKGIJusC3zWsKsfLip39JMXgGqeh-ZN7eUxxWbUiwlNUZywozNFyy8ca4gs1ibw7k7GQRTQKz0HXN6ElB0eNcsF-LJltbWbgCxSSlqvtMruc9kF-R7CwVBWg4_-pew7pXsjA3
https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/visit/calendar/eventdetails/?id=amrbctmoe7g116pcbpms4frd34
https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/visit/calendar/eventdetails/?id=amrbctmoe7g116pcbpms4frd34
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.healthandenvironment.org/webinars/96676%23:~:text%3DUrinary%2520markers%2520of%2520glyphosate%2520and%2520AMPA%2520exposure%2520in,also%2520associated%2520with%2520metabolic%2520syndrome%2520at%2520age%252018.&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0DZFzHiei803qOEYchpjs6
https://fb.me/e/LWl0VPc9


easy if you know the tips of the far North. This presentation will show you the secrets behind 

planning, planting, season extension, fertilization and pest control. Register 

 

April 14 

Container Gardening class hosted by Anchorage parks and rec staff. Registration and a 

complete list of classes at their website. 

 

April 17 

Tree Care for the Homeowner will be the topic of the April AMGA members meeting. Guest 

speaker Luis Lemus, 7-8 pm.  

 

April 18 

Backyard Pollinators is the topic of discussion for the Cooperative Extensions next talk, 

presented by Alex Wenninger,UAF CES IPM Technician. Join to learn more about the pollinators 

in your backyard. We'll cover some of the lifestyles of bees as well as how to recognize some of 

our common bees and other pollinators in Alaska. We'll also cover some ways to attract 

pollinators and how to be good pollinator stewards in your own gardens. ***Zoom Only - You 

Must Register*** To Register: https://alaska.zoom.us/j/86534513877 

 

April 20 

Composting Basics - Put on by the Cooperative Extension, this class covers the basics of 

composting to allow you and your family, neighborhood, or community a chance to make a great soil 

amendment from garbage and how this helps the landfill. This class will be held in person at the UAF 

Matanuska Experiment Farm and Extension Center in room 208 of Kerttula Hall as well as via Zoom. 

Please feel free to bring your lunch if you'll be joining us at the farm. Please register through this link 

https://alaska.zoom.us/j/83209051977 

 

April 21 

AARP Gardening series: Soil Basics - Join AARP Alaska and Leif Albertson from the 

Cooperative Extension Service who will share his secrets to great soil for gardening. Soil is 

crucial for plant growth, but soil science can feel intimidating for new gardeners. In this 

presentation on soil basics, Leif will break down some of the mystery and magic that is 

happening in the ground around us and share simple things gardeners can do to optimize plant 

growth. Register 

 

April 22 

Garden Day at the Midtown Mall with the Anchorage Garden Club, Anchor Gardens, & more  

 

**April 22 

Earth Day event at Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore in Midtown from 11 am – 4 pm. There will be 

free electronics recycling and other recycling-themed organizations tabling.  

 

**April 27 

https://events.aarp.org/AKSpringGardeningPart3VegetableGardening
https://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/GreenThumb.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://alaska.zoom.us/j/86534513877&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3R-x-6S0y9PU2cpovMn3-n
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://alaska.zoom.us/j/83209051977&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3GIb_UeqlV6V6tS2zvnhi9
https://events.aarp.org/AKSpringGardeningPart4SoilBasics


Intro to Gardening in Alaska hosted by Habitat for Humanity from 4 – 6 pm at the ReStore in 

Midtown Anchorage. https://fb.me/e/10nIGoBjm 

 

April 28 

AARP Gardening series: Smart Solutions for Reducing Gardening Aches and Pains - Join 

AARP Alaska and Art Nash from the Cooperative Extension Service to learn about ways to make 

gardening easier as we age. Art will share a variety of tools and ideas to help us garden when we 

have issues bending, kneeling, lifting, or even moving around to garden. He is an expert in 

Universal Design principles and adaptive modifications for gardening. This class will share ideas 

and resources for you to try or share with others who want to keep on growing. This class will 

share ideas and resources for you to try or share with others who want to keep on growing. 

Register 

 

April 28 

Tree Care for the Homeowner class hosted by Anchorage parks and rec staff. Registration and 

a complete list of classes at their website. 

 

April 30 

Beyond Compost: Other Ways to Build Healthy Soil (an Ak Mill and Feed class series) taught 

by the wonderful Ellen Vande Visse. Sure to be entertaining and enlightening.  

 

**June 3 

Boyers Orchard Blossom Festival 12-4 pm (Tickets for sale starting April 1st). There’ll be live 
music, local vendors, & trees and shrubs for sale. Get this in your calendar!   

 

What did I forget?? Send along ideas and updates!   

 

PROGRAM and JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPDATES 
**Tim's Plants, Produce and Worms will be selling a variety of berry plants from his place on 

Wednesday evenings and Saturday midday from April 26th through most of May.  Times, 

location, varieties, and prices will be posted on Facebook in Marketplace, Alaska Farm and Food, 

Alaska Pioneer Fruit Growers, and Tim's Plants, Produce and Worms as well as on Craigslist in 

Farm and Garden. Sorry, no website. 

 

**Introduction to Ethnobotany University of Alaska class (EBOT F11 / ANTH F102 – 3 credits) 

offered in May and June with a July field trip. ‘Ethnobotany 100 surveys concepts of botany and 

ethnobotany in the context of Alaska Native cultures, including: plant biology and taxonomy, 

scientific and ethnobotanical plant collection methods, traditional plant uses (working with 

Alaska Native Elders / oral history recordings), and how the resulting ethical awareness 

contributes to other fields of study.     

 

**Chicken Treats available at 3740 Williams Street on Monday’s and Thursday’s. These are 
vegetables and fruits collected from a nearby commercial kitchen and made available by ACAT’s 

https://fb.me/e/10nIGoBjm
https://events.aarp.org/AKSpringGardeningPart5ReducingGardeningAchesPains
https://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/Pages/GreenThumb.aspx


Yarducopia program. Bring your own container, keep things tidy, and call Nick @ 907-717-4392 

to let us know you want us to save you some. Leftovers go to our chickens and compost piles. 

 

**Friends of Boyers Orchard will be opening their ‘Sponsor-A-Tree’ for sign-ups soon. Check 

their website and pick out a tree you’d like to learn to take care of and harvest from this summer  
**Farmers Market Coalition is hiring two remote positions – apply on their website 

 

ABG Learning CSA is open for registration - https://www.alaskabg.org/guidedgardeningcsa 

 

Mountain View & Girdwood libraries have seed libraries available, and the Anchorage Loussac 

Library will have seed starting kits available starting May 1st.  

 

Spring Creek Farm is hiring a part-time youth agriculture education coordinator for this 

summer! Click here for more info. 

 

Catholic Social Services is hiring a Summer Associate to help support their Refugee 

Enterprise & Agriculture Program. More information about this amazing program and the job 

can be found here.  

 

Alaska Food Policy Council published their 2022 Annual Report and Food Security Action 

Plan & Executive Summary. Check these out! 

 

Alaska Botanical Garden is hiring a handful of summer positions – Check out the list here. 

 

Calypso Farm (near Fairbanks) is hiring a Summer Farm Educator for ages: 16 and up for May 

30 to August 11(with the possibility to extend). Learn More & Apply! *Please note: applications 

will be reviewed as they are received, so we encourage you to apply early! 

 

Calypso Farm (near Fairbanks) will be hosting a ‘Beginning Farmer Training Program’ this 
summer (June 12-14 / July 17-19 / August 7-9). Led by Indigenous farmers in partnership with 

the farmers at Calypso, this hands-on program will teach participants how to grow vegetables in 

a way that is transferable to village communities. Visit calypsofarm.org/indigenous-agriculture 

  

AG Matters on Palmer’s Big Cabbage Radio has tons of new content. Check out past episodes 
here - https://www.radiofreepalmer.org/category/ag-matters/  

 

Share Waste is a handy website for seeing where to drop off food waste to be used by 

neighbors in personal compost piles, fed to flocks, and used at community gardens. This isn’t a 
‘new’ website, but it might be new to you! In my experience, the more people using Share Waste 

(giving and receiving), the better it will work - https://sharewaste.com/ 

 

https://alaskaorchard.org/sponsor-a-tree/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/joinus/employment/?utm_source=FMC+Contact+List&utm_campaign=302117b126-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_10_11_31_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f4a6cbdaad-302117b126-76623970&goal=0_f4a6cbdaad-302117b126-76623970&mc_cid=302117b126&mc_eid=2090f0e735
https://www.alaskabg.org/guidedgardeningcsa
https://www.alaskapacific.edu/careers/youth-agriculture-education-coordinator/?fbclid=IwAR3CqnQdDqraShUL2EmkEOpii8mcVx3WE5ZX8DkjV7TM6PDTXjS7-_SrK5g
https://www.cssalaska.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/REAP-Summer-Associate-.pdf
https://www.cssalaska.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/REAP-Summer-Associate-.pdf
https://www.akfoodpolicycouncil.org/annual-reports
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/584221c6725e25d0d2a19363/t/63e313ecf1373d5c16d0e0e8/1675826229812/AFPC+Action+Plan+Lite+2-4-23.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/584221c6725e25d0d2a19363/t/63e313ecf1373d5c16d0e0e8/1675826229812/AFPC+Action+Plan+Lite+2-4-23.pdf
https://www.alaskabg.org/employment
https://hogapa.fd22.fdske.com/ec/gAAAAABjx0XJKrj_-HxsNGYWCqSrbghJDBxF8qPomQ1wBVU6Kpnfwo6GLR-aheE-NmEvPPVKiNZV7sWdhXdUMkGxEWcplIUKe9-6TfWCA8WSMcuog15ZntudMgYklINbf7ZKC7QzFfx0d3K6Hx3fx4eBx7UcWQVwatsryz89ELGPLGK9hJfub3OvOl-mf7E-6zhhP3V6ylegTXDB2HadhGXi0Jf2WPtCPm2JJTdoetKDQndqUAi6WdLbv8Ux_3P1O6DvR7rxt0xRPf56sN6dxJnqmT42q_rAXJgnw8D1lZo-Cvp0UYrs4X3172zGkXQ1vUt7WrkSaLHbXg_K1RCpjZBWsAFME7lvJkOGCvLVFtxMNzbIqyE6-27B9VWU-SRxx0O087-u3qP4
http://calypsofarm.org/indigenous-agriculture
https://www.radiofreepalmer.org/category/ag-matters/
https://sharewaste.com/
https://sharewaste.com/


Harvest of Hope Garden at the Lutheran Church of Hope is run by Don Bladow, producing 

thousands of pounds of fresh produce each summer distributed by the Lutheran Social Services 

Food Pantry. Learn more at Don’s blogspot for the garden.  

 

Yarducopia (a program of Alaska Community Action on Toxics) is accepting signups for 

gardeners looking for growing space, landowners offering space, and volunteers offering time to 

help make it all happen. Reach out to Yarducopia at garden@akaction.org or their website.  

 

Alaska Master Gardeners Anchorage and the Alaska School Garden Network compile a list 

of public garden projects and volunteer opportunities – you can view it here.   

 

FINDING FOOD: FARMERS MARKETS, FOOD PANTRIES, & FOOD HUBS  
The Alaska Farmers Market Association launched a Farmers Market Toolkit for starting, 

enhancing, and supporting a farmers' market in your community. Well done AFMA!  

 

The Alaska Farmers Market Association’s Market Directory helps you easily find farmers 

markets you live near, the address, hours, etc.  

 

A List of Anchorage Food Pantries can be found at AnchorageFood.org (Address, hours, etc.)  

 

Locally Grown Resource Guide made by the Mat-Su Cooperative Extension – Link to PDF.   

 

Local Food Pickups in Anchorage and Valley - goat milk, duck/chicken eggs, and chicken, 

turkey, goat, and rabbit meat. Call or text (907)-885-7732 Or (907)-312-6779 

 

LunaChick Farm sells sustainably raised animals, eggs, etc with drop-offs on the Kenai 

Peninsula, Anchorage, and Valley. Learn more about the operation here or here or this 

entertaining radio interview from 2020.  

  

Whispering Bay Ranch has local eggs for sale in Anchorage on Thursdays, Mat-Su on 

Mondays. Chicken and Duck. (907) 885-7732 

 

Arctic Harvest Deliveries – a great source of local foods! 

  

https://harvestofhopememorialgarden.blogspot.com/
mailto:garden@akaction.org
https://www.akaction.org/yarducopia/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yX6TW5yR_j60BK62gYHa0s27tMgqO8gR-Xe7MnZ8pNM/edit
https://www.alaskafarmersmarketstoolkit.org/?fbclid=IwAR31n3jQMm-e-AsR08M-k5BkTVeQL4oRGotcBwjOuvKHf5Em73p5LgiefEg
https://www.alaskafarmersmarkets.org/market-directory/
https://anchoragefood.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AJNNerkrnptADSw-JoPaZxPV-B6PcHe5/edit?fbclid=IwAR34WO9szjZE3i-vjO1tLMpXwmAyu75xII9tcUsBXK4De3SGrmjubZlxpso
http://arctichomesteader.squarespace.com/?fbclid=IwAR22UgD7AFzym_-aLg-icKawdeeLrpuvrKq8DY8UVe3UI_6o88uK4CojdBI
https://www.facebook.com/LunachickFarm
https://www.radiofreepalmer.org/2020/12/01/agmatters-lunachik-farm-2020-11-25/
https://www.arcticharvestak.com/


Alaska Food Hub opened for its 7th season, with pick-ups in Homer, Soldotna, Ninilchik, and 

Seldovia, with more locations in the works.  

 

Support Alaska’s American Indian Producers - https://www.indianagfoods.org/alaska-1  & 

check out Ag Alaska’s list of AK farms - https://agalaska.org/alaska-farms/ 

 

Blue Market carries lots of locally grown and fermented foods throughout the winter. You can 

find Happy Mushrooms, Common Root kimchi and curtido, greens from Seeds of Change & 

much more.  

 

City Farms is an indoor hydroponics farm in Anchorage. Their veggies can be found at New 

Sagaya, Natural Pantry, Fred Meyer, and Walmart. https://www.cityfarmsalaska.com/  

 

Local Greens sell hydroponically grown veggies year-round in Anchorage. Get a weekly or 

every-other-week subscription, and pickup at Double Shovel Cidery at your convenience  

 

Far North Fungi grows and sells fresh and dried mushrooms in Anchorage & teaches fungi 

cultivation.  

 

Anchorage Greens sells direct to consumers through a weekly Green Bag subscription as well 

as folks who stop by for on-site ala carte purchases. https://www.anchoragegreens.com/  

 

Alaska Sprouts sells sprouts and microgreens online for pickup in Anchorage - 

https://www.alaskasprouts.com/ . Read more about their story in a 2017 issue of Edible Alaska 

 

To RECEIVE Currant Affairs, suggest items to ADD, CHANGE EMAIL ADDRESS or 

UNSUBSCRIBE, contact Nick Riordan at garden@akaction.org. 
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