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Independent Watchdog 
 Screening, diagnosis and treatment 

 Root causes of the disease 

 Pink ribbon culture and marketing 





A Public Health Crisis 

Each Year: 

Nearly a quarter million women diagnosed 

Approximately 42,000 women die each year 

Another 60,000 non-invasive (DCIS) 
 

Approx. 2.6 million women alive today have been 
treated for breast cancer 

 

 



 



Lifetime risk of Breast Cancer 

1964: 1 in 20 

Today:  1 in 8 

1984: 1 in 14 



Breast Cancer Today 
 Treatments still largely slash, burn, poison 

 2nd leading cause of cancer deaths among women 

 Nearly 1 in 3 cancers diagnosed in women are breast cancer 

 Most common cancer after skin cancer 

 20-30% of breast cancers will metatasize, even if dx’ed early 

 Still don’t know what causes most breast cancers 

 



Are you aware? 



Main messages re: breast cancer 

Get a 
mammogram 

Maintain a 
healthy weight. 

Exercise. 

Breastfeed! 

Eat healthy. 



Known Risk Factors 

• Family history—accounts for at best 10% 

• Early menarche/ late menopause 

• Late first child birth / no children 

• Hormone replacement therapy 

• Alcohol consumption 

• Weight gain after menopause 

• Being tall 

• Higher birth weight as a baby 

• AGE 

: just 30-50% 



Unequal Burden of Disease 

 Highest incidence among white women 

 Black women are 40% more likely to die 

 Latina women are 20% more likely to die 

 WOC also experience greater financial decline 

 Can’t explain these differences due to screening 



American Indian / Alaska Native 

breast cancer stats 

 In Alaska and the Northwest region, the rate of breast cancer 
is higher among AI/AN women than among white women 

 28% of Alaskan & Native American women’s cancers 

 More likely to be diagnosed at younger ages and later stages 

 Death rates for breast cancer not declining for AI/AN 
women, despite some improvement for white women 

 American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) populations are 
among the underserved minority groups in the United States 



Does any of this help? 



 

Chemical links to cancer 



The President’s Cancer Panel 

    “The Panel was particularly 
concerned to find that the 
true burden of 
environmentally 
induced cancer has been 
grossly underestimated.” 

 2008-09 Annual Report 



  

Fossil Fuels Fuel Cancer 



 



Demanding Systemic Change 
 Not only personal tragedy but public health crisis 

 Refuse to blame women for their own breast cancers 

 Demand focus on the root causes of disease 

 No more whack a mole—need broad systemic changes  

 Demand attention for most impacted communities 

 Reveal conflict of interest and the cancer industry 

 

 

 



Strict Conflict of Interest Policy 
 Independent watchdog 

 We cannot be bought 

 Evidence based and patient driven 

 Doing the work no other breast cancer will do 

 

 



Disrupting the Cancer Industry 



Pinacle of Pinkwashing 
 



Stay tuned for this year’s TB4UP 
 Coming October 1st… 



Join Breast Cancer Action! 
Challenging Assumptions. Inspiring Change. 

 

 Signup to get action emails 
www.bcaction.org 

    www.thinkbeforeyoupink.org 

 

 Join us on Facebook 
    www.facebook.com/BCAction 

 

 Follow us on Twitter 

    @BCAction 

    @karunajaggar 

 

 Text “BCACTION” to the number 52886 
 

 



We are stronger because of YOU 
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